
 

January 2026 

President: Chris Gibson (719) 964-4420 

Vice President: Alice Geyer (239) 338-8940 

Secretary: Susan Reynolds (719) 649-2468 

Treasurer: Kiersten Lehmkuhl (719) 433-4829 

Librarian: Gerry Canavan (719) 650-2353 

Woodbin Editor: Jim “Doc” Benjamin (719) 648-9068 

Meeting Dates 

10 Jan 2026 

14 Feb 2026 

14 Mar 2026 

11 Apr 2026 

9 May 2026 

13 Jun 2026 

11 Jul 2026 

Reminder 

Please remember to bring in 

those club projects and pro-

jects for show and tell.  

If you have ideas for articles or 

would like to write an article, 

please contact Doc Benjamin. 

The best way to teach your kids about taxes is by eating 30 percent of their ice 

cream. Bill Murray  



 

 

 

 

From the Pres… 

Hello fellow carvers, 

A note about Ideas for carving.  

Where do people find all these won-

derful ideas to carve? Well so happens 

there are many places you can look in-

to for both ideas and help on the “Step 

by step instructions” Such as books, 

Magazines, Online Videos (You Tube) is 

full of these, with inspiring artists 

wanting to make a name for them-

selves or some who just want to help 

share something they take joy in.  

Today, however. Let’s talk about ideas 

that you can call your own… where do 

you find the inspiration? While doing 

the above-mentioned, you may find 

something new you wish to try and 

change it to make it your own. Other 

places for inspiration can be from eve-

ryday objects, story lines, news arti-

cles, simple shapes, or just focusing on 

animals like birds, fish, dogs, bears 

etc.... 

 One place I found by chance was 

when I was in a Thrift Store one time  

and I noticed all the figurines they sell for 

cheap and I started thinking. Wow, a cheap 

go by! And I can change it to make it differ-

ent, funny, cute, usable in some specific way. 

Have you found a place like that?  

Point being, please don’t limit yourself to just 

looking at other projects. Life is full of inspi-

ration! Enjoy! Make your own mark, your 

own design, your own idea.  

Try something new that you haven’t tried be-

fore.  

Humbly,  

Chris Gibson 



Minutes of Pikes Peak Whittlers 

Meeting, December 13, 2025 

Respectfully Submitted 

Susan Reynolds 

Meeting was called to order by Chris 

Gibson, President.  Del Cox led the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

It was announced that Steve Brown 

was the 2025 Woodcarver of the Year.  

Get well cards for Dan Noble were cir-

culated for signature. 

Because it was the Christmas brunch 

and ornament exchange, club business 

was tabled until the January meeting.   

A motion was made and accepted to 

close the meeting. 

 

Please be sure and check out the PPW 

website and follow PPW on Facebook 

and Instagram. Steve Brown is now 

making sure all the sites are updated. 

Steve has been doing a great job mak-

ing some great changes. Be sure to 

“like” and visit frequently. Spread the 

word that our website is updated reg-

ularly. Check it out!!!! Thanks Steve!!! 

January Project 

This month’s project is carving clothes pin 

alligators. The project will be taught by John 

Armstrong. 

 

Christmas Breakfast 2025 

The day started out as cloudy but 

gave way to sunshine and warmer 

than usual temperatures. The 

food, sweet bread, and fruit filled 

the table and sent the aroma of 

good eating throughout the gym. 

Not to be left, out Steve Gurnett 

was poised to start serving up his 

infamous blueberry pancakes. 

With tasty food and friends, the 

club celebrated the season with 

our annual Christmas breakfast 

and ornament exchange. Many 

thanks to Glenda and Steve Siani 

for their hard work and to those  



Breakfast (cont’) 

those who came early to 

help set up and make the 

breakfast such a success. 



Ornament Exchange  

The pictures do not do the 

finished products justice. 

The ornaments once again 

demonstrate talent within 

the club. As members we are 

blessed with excellent carv-

ers.  I look forward to partici-

pating in the exchange every 

year. 



PPW Meeting Agenda— November 2025 

Call to Order 

Name Tags Reminder:  $.50 

New Member Introductions 

Review/Accept Secretary’s meeting minutes from last meeting (Susan Reynolds) 

Librarian’s Report (Gerry Canavan) 

Treasurer’s Report (Kiersten Lehmkuhl)      Move to accept 

Show & Tell Table (label your pieces with your name)  

Old Business 

     N/A 

New Business 

      Will need to reserve summer picknick space and announce date. 

      Need to start thinking about new Show Committee.  

 

Tom’s tips: Tom Melott 

Gary Fenton’s Dad Joke of the Month 

Today’s Class Project:  Carving a Clothes Pin Alligator by John Armstrong 

Raffle 

Notes:   



                                                                                                    

Creede 

Woodcarvers Rendezvous 

Colorado  

July 11—15, 2026 

Come to Creede, Colorado to learn to carve 

or improve your skills where the mountains 

are high, the sky is clear and cold rivers are 

full of fish. 

The length of the Rendezvous has been  

reduced to 5 days from seven days. 

Woodcarving classes are held around the 

Community Center next to the Under-

ground Mining Museum. 

Talented instructors  

Variety of beginner to advanced classes 

Tool and wood vendors 

Artist displays and sales 

Activities include a Raffle and banquet. 

Noncarving classes are available. 

Register online at website: 

www.creedewoodcarvers.com 

CWRC always starts on the second Saturday 

in July. 

Registration opens January 20, 2026 

 35th Anniversary of Creede  

Woodcarver’s Rendezvous 



 

Dan Noble teaches woodcarving and py-

rography classes at the Colorado Springs 

Senior Center.  You can check his sched-

ule on the Senior Center website: 

http://www.csseniorcenter.com 

His classes are usually on Mondays. The 

rates for his classes are very good for 

someone with his experience. 

Mailing address for the club: 

Pike’s Peak Whittlers 

P.O. Box 25031 

Colorado Springs, CO 

                           80918 

Social Media Sites 

PikesPeakWhittlers.com 

 

Facebook:  Pikes Peak Whittlers 

 

Instagram:  @pikespeakwhittlers 

 


